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The Verhaegen –  

A Jewel of Refinement in  
the Heart of Ghent 

 
Ghent is home to many hidden gems, but few exude the timeless 

grandeur of The Verhaegen. This historic city palace, an 18th-century 
masterpiece in the heart of Ghent, is now an exclusive boutique 

guesthouse, where heritage, art, and refinement come together in a 
unique experience. 

 
 
Love at First Sight 

For Jan & Marc, the visionaries behind The Verhaegen, it was love at first sight. 
The moment they stepped inside, they instantly felt the soul of the house—a place 
with a story,  with character, with a timeless beauty waiting to be revived.  
With a meticulous attention to detail and a deep love for historic heritage, they 
transformed The Verhaegen into what it is today: a welcoming retreat for travelers 
seeking more than just a stay—they seek an experience. 
 
 
Old-World Splendor, Modern Refinement 

Upon entering the grand hallway, guests are welcomed by a harmonious blend of 
old and new. Above a sumptuous Criaert chest of drawers, Tombeau by Jan 
Vercruysse—a striking blue Murano glass horn—immediately captures the eye, 
setting the tone for the refined interplay between heritage and modernity. The 
vestibule, adorned with delicate stucco work, opens onto the stylish salons, where 
classical splendor and contemporary design complement each other effortlessly. An 
eclectic collection of art and antique furnishings enhances the warm and inviting 
atmosphere, creating a space where history and aesthetics come together in perfect 
harmony. 
The stage is set, the magic has begun. 
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Sleep in History, Wake Up in Beauty 

Each room and suite in The Verhaegen is a carefully curated composition of 
historical charm and contemporary elegance. Original stucco ceilings, 
monumental fireplaces, and carefully selected art pieces each tell their own story. 
Every detail, from the authentic wooden floors and rare marble finishes to the 
luxurious bathrooms with Floris amenities, exudes sophistication and comfort. 
Guests are immersed in a world of tranquility and beauty, where personal 
hospitality and discretion take center stage. 
 
A House Full of Stories 

The Verhaegen is no ordinary guesthouse. This is a house with a soul, with stories 
reaching back centuries. In the dining room, an 18th-century wall painting by 
Pierre Norbert van Reysschoot playfully immortalizes the former residents—the 
Count and Countess d’Hane-Steenhuyse. Many guests say they feel like royalty  
for a day, not realizing that The Verhaegen remains a beloved retreat for 
aristocratic families. Even former resident Baroness Verhaegen was a direct relative 
of the Swedish royal family. 
 
Some guests have even described The Verhaegen not merely as a beautifully 
decorated guesthouse but as a collection—a living testament to passion and 
discovery. Throughout their lives, Jan & Marc have been drawn to exceptional 
objects, curating a selection that seamlessly merges history, artistry, and personal 
sentiment. Their magnificent Louis XV-era mansion serves as the ideal setting to 
bring this unique collection to life, the result of nearly 40 years of devotion and 
treasured finds. 
 
 
A Unique Experience in the Heart of Ghent 

Whether you seek an intimate city trip, a romantic getaway, or a cultural discovery, 
The Verhaegen offers an unforgettable experience in an exclusive and inspiring 
setting. The elegant rooms and suites are equipped with large, comfortable beds, 
luxury mattresses, and blackout curtains, ensuring a restful sleep. In the morning, 
guests can enjoy an extensive breakfast in a dining room adorned with Rococo 
murals, or—weather permitting—in the enchanting French garden. 
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Thanks to its exceptional location in the heart of Ghent, guests are within walking 
distance of the historic city center, where art, gastronomy, and heritage converge. 
The Verhaegen is not just a stay—it is a destination in itself. 
 

Discover The Verhaegen 

For travelers who seek not just a place to stay but a timeless experience of elegance, 
The Verhaegen is an open invitation to immerse themselves in the art of living.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESS RELEASE – Short Version 

 
The Verhaegen –  

A Jewel of Refinement in  
the Heart of Ghent 

 
Nestled in the heart of Ghent, The Verhaegen is an 18th-century city palace  
turned exclusive boutique guesthouse, where history, elegance, and modern 

comfort blend seamlessly. A stay here is more than just accommodation—it is  
an immersion into refined living, timeless beauty, and artistic heritage. 

Each room and suite is a carefully curated composition of historical charm  
and contemporary sophistication, featuring original stucco ceilings, antique 

furnishings, and luxurious bathrooms stocked with Floris amenities. The grand 
entrance hall, adorned with a striking blue crystal horn above a regal Louis XV 

console, sets the tone for a place where old-world grandeur meets modern 
refinement. 

Beyond its exquisite interiors, The Verhaegen boasts a serene French garden  
and a dining room decorated with Rococo murals by Pierre Norbert van 

Reysschoot, where guests indulge in a lavish breakfast experience. Just steps away 
from Ghent’s historic city center, it serves as the perfect retreat for those who 

appreciate architecture, culture, and the finer things in life. 
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The Verhaegen is not just a place to stay—it is a destination in itself, offering  
an unparalleled sense of discretion, tranquility, and charm. 

(ofwel) 

Discover The Verhaegen and experience the art of living. 

 

----- 

More information & Reservations:  
 

welcome@theverhaegen.com  |  www.theverhaegen.com  |  +32 9 265 07 60 


